New  wave  technology  has  not  knocked 
‘ham’  radio  off  the  air 


Long  before  ccicviKion  iillcd  living  rooms  with  pictures  ot  gargantuan 
proportions,  long’  before  computers  made  writing  a letter  obsolete, 
and  long  bclore  cdl  phones  snapped  photos  and  made  conversation 
a thing  of  the  pant,  wi  ref  ess  radios  were  literally  making  waves,  A 
relatively  simple  invention,  the.  turn -of-the-century  wireless  radios 
linked  roe  world  in  ways  unimaginable. 

Door  County  native  Clayton  Cardy  was  ar  the  forefront  of  the 
wireless  rage . ^Whstf  a thrill  Ii  was,  ihat  evening  in  ] 92(1  r when  I 
heard  my  hm  lirnadcast  radio/'  recalled  Card).  Ml  was  this  magic 
box  with  About  three  large  knob?  on  the  back  and  goose  neck 
speaker  sitting  On  top" 

:I  Can  you  imagine  the  excitement  of  hearing  inustc  coming  out  of  that 
speaker  across  the  airways?  And  :lu  wires:  It  was  a wonderful  mystery, 
and  J was  hooked  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  I t was  so  exciting  and  it  still  is.* 
A founding  member  of  Door  County  Amateur  Radio  Club  established 
lel  192.i,  Cardy  : u. id  his  tcJJow  "hams1"  continue  to  promote  amateur  ra- 
dio throughout  the  peninsula. 

Cardy  explains  wireless  radio  in  rhe  early  days  as  “a  tuned  frequency 
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receiver  where  caeh  amplifier  stage 
is  tuned  separately.  In  later  years, 
the  variable  condensers  were  all 
tied  together  so  you  aimed  only 
one  knob.  The  radio  operated  ofi'W 
45 -volt  batteries.  A six-volt  battery' 
supplied  the  power  for  the  filament?;. 
From  that  point  in  time,  radio  devel- 
oped very  rapidly" 

Although  die  origins  of  amateur  ra- 
dio date  baek  to  rhe  late  1 880s , the  firsr 
listing  of  stations  Appeared  in  1909  and 
included  locations  in  the  United  Staler 
and  Canada.  Eight]/  nine  amateur  radio 
stations  were  also  Listed.  Promoted  in  large 
part  by  hobbyist^  wiidcss  radio  dsn  served 
as  emergency  and  disaster  warning  systems 
in  cities  across  the  United  States. 
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'55  Every  amateur  operator  is  assigned  an  identifying 
name,  a combination  of  letters  and  numbers.  In  the 
United  States,  all  radio  stations  begin  with  W,  K.  or  N.^r, 
Amateur  licenses  include  numbers  that  indicate  the 
specific  area  of  the  country.  Wisconsin  in  the  9th  call' 
district,  as  is  evident  in  Clayton’s  call:  W90V0. 

$ There  are  no  age  restrictions  on  becoming  a li- 
censed amateur  radio  operator.  There  are  six  classes 
or  levels  of  licensing  which  is  called  a “ticket.” 

& During  World  War  II  all  United  States  amateur  radio 
operators  were  prohibited  from  communication  else- 
where. Licensees  were  fingerprinted,  photographed, 
and  required  to  show  proof  of  citizenship  to  the  FCC. 

S3.  Amateur  radio  operators  often  take  part  in  nets 
-short  for  networks-  scheduled  on-air  meetings. 

0 Famous  “hams^include;  Walter  Cronkite.^^nnie 
Milsap,  GanyS  handling,  Andy  Devine,  John  Huston, 
Priscilla  Presley,  Herbert  Hoover  Jr.f  and  Donnie 
Osmond. 


With  the  lU  iuhibilii  v of  mobile  and  interner  Losn- 
municitLOfis  to  young  people,  ir  is  understandable  that 
UH.ii*  s vouch  Is  not  attracted  m amateur  radio  as  it  was 
ir  Oirdy's  day.  One  notable  exception^  however,  is  die 
spate  program.  Many  astronauts  and  cmsmoiiauts  are 
licensed  \mi att'UT  operators,  Chatting  from  space  with 
individuals  and  school  groups  grounded  or  earth  dur- 
ing off  work  breaks,  they  cormimnicate  using  the  ham 
wavelengths. 


Qualifying  as  an  annntesur  radio  operator  was  an  arduous 
pursuit  and  required  passion  and  dedication,  Certainly* 
amateur  radio  operators  ore  exceptionally  articulate  and 
well -verged  in  technology;  licensing  certification  test- 
ing is  required  :md  insures  a superior  leveS  of  excellence. 
Initially,  all  wireless  communication  used  che  Interna- 
tional Morse  Code  and  it  continued  to  he  used  by  many 
operators  after  the  development  of ‘Voice  radio."  Oul:  to 
the  internation  id  nacure  of  amateur  radio*  Mr>t  st;  code 
proficiency  was  initially  a requi  reman  tor  all  amateur 
radio  licenses  and  continued  to  be  required  tor  some 
licenses  until  2007- 

Often  shaking  a language  all  their  own,  wireless 
radio  operators,  are  referred  to  as  "hams,’  though  the 
etymology  is  a hie  confusing,  Some  sources  refer  to 
the  term  "ham -listed,"  meaning  clumsy  or  incompe- 
tent as  in  "ham  actor."  A stronger  ease  might  be  nude 
for  the  use  of  the  first  letters  of  radio's  pioneering  la- 
thers' names:  Herb,,  Armstrong  and  Marconi. 


The  term  amateur  is  used  to  distinguish  this  service  from 
commercial  or  government  radio.  VVhen  the  radio  wave- 
lengths hr:-:  began  to  be  regulated  in  the  early  1900s,  the 
amateur  or  "ham"  operators  were  given  the  wavelengths 
shorter  than  200  meters.  The  amateur  operators  pioneered 
these  'short”  wavelengths  which  arc  now  home  for  the 
majority  of  wifeless  services  from  broadcast  rud:o  and  tele 
vision  to  the  recent  explosion  of  mobile  telephones  and 
internet  Wi-Fi- 
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V itally  important  today,  is  the  continued  Lise  oi  amateur 
radio  as  a means  of  communication  when  dinners  strike. 
Amateur  operators  communicate;  daily;  both  Totally  and 
world- wide,  and  are  often  called  upon  to  use  r Si.eir  personal 
equipment  to  fill  in  when  other  Services  tail. 


In  Door  County,  the  interest  in  windless  radio  reflected  the 
universal  interest  in  the  new  system  of  communication.  The 
first  official  amateur  radio  operators'  elub  was  organized  by 
Sturgeon  Bay  High  School  students.  According  to  the  local 
newspaper,  the  Door  County  News,  19  radio  amateurs  and 
fans  met  for  the  first  time  on  January  19, 1923, 

,Ll  redly  didn't  know  anything  about  amateur  radio  at  the 
time,  Cardy  admitted-  “But  the  radio  stoics  were  growing  big 
time  and  1 ivould  listen  to  broadcasts  there.  Eventually  a friend 
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gave  me  some  old  radio  parts  and  [ built  my  own  BC  set. 
Necessity  and  economics  was  the  mother  of  Invention., !r 
Cardy  laughed.  And  what  the  high- school  student  didn't 
know  he  quickly  learned. 

Marking  its  60 th  anniversary,  the  Door  County  Ama- 
teur Radio  Club  continues  the  l radii  ion  of  participating  in 
wireless  communication  with  a membership  of  approxi- 
mately 40  men  and  women.  JLJt\;  an  equal  opportunity 
activity,  a common  denominator,"1  Cardy  said. 41  We  come 
frocr.  even-  type  of  job,  and  we  live  all  over  the  world.  itV 
i great  way  to  make  friends  anywhere.73 


Challenged  by  modern  technology,  amateur  radio  has  lose 
much  of  its  allure  Alt's  not  as  exciting  today  as  it  was  when 
1 was  young, " recalled  Cardy/1  Everything  today  is  so  fast, 
so  instant.  Everything  is  digital.  In  the  early  years  of  ama- 
teur radio,  we  thought  It  was  a big  deal  to  calk  co  some- 
one m l*  foreign  country.  Rnr  now  there  arc  so  many  other 
ways  co  communicate  rl\it  ham  operators  are  becoming 
fewer  and  fewer. 

“1  wanr  tn  believe  ham  radio  will  continue.  It  wste  so 
much  thin  and  l want  to  pass  that  enjoyment  on.  The  sto 
ries  uf  the  people  1 talked  to  through  ham  radio  are  un 
believable-  King  Hussein  of  Jordan,  Chet  Atkins,  Barry 
Go  Id1,  vater  ...  that  would  never  have  happened  without 
ha  m rud  i < \ I:  y.m  Lied  Cardy. " 1 c s been  i bull , 17 

DCM 


80  I DOOBiCOUNT YMAG  AZ1KL" .com  WINTER  20 1 0- 1 1 


